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In texms of both quality sod quantity, productlon of conmmer clectronics®
in the USSR is lagging far behind previously sonounced plans. The level of Pro-
duction scheduled for home redios in 1965 ie lower then that originally planned
for 1360. For television sets, the 1965 level of producticn has been set moder-
ately higher then the old 1060 gosl but the musber of sets now scheduled to be
in use by 1905 1s much lower than that estabitished by earifer Hoviet forecests.
Although certelin of the more etpensive howe radics end telswigton sets currently
manufactured in the USSR are tallt for lomg service life and relishle perforsance,
the over-sll repalr and wear-out rates for this equipment continmue to be excess-
ively high. For the OSuviet consusar, thie situation is further agpraysted by
the consistent faflure of the electrcaics iudustry to fulfill the modest plena
for supply of components, spare parts, and ingtallation accessories to the re-
tail meriet, Sovied propagends statemsute traditionally paint & ewperficially
bright pleture of consumer electronics production by emphaslaing percentage in-
cresses over carefully selscted base years and production levels to be achieved
in the foture. Exemination of sll relewnt datn sugeests, however, that cone
timislly groving demsnds for slectronic equipment by the military apd by in-
dustry in the USSR have resulted in a substantial eutbesk of sarlier plang %o

expund and Improve the produstion of electronics for use by the genersl populstion.

* In the USSR, "consumer electronics” consiats primeyily of home redios, tels-
vision sets, spare ports, and installation accessories. Taghetheyr, these items

secount for spproximetely 95 percent, by value, of all elsctrenics produced for
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compumer end use.
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e of the key figures highlighting tvends In the profuction of redios and

television ests sve shown in the following telulatien:

Redic Sets 3.5 3.9 7.7 7.0 %
Television Sets .5 1.0 2.5 3.5 %

¥ mnig is en optimm variant of the Plan. 25X1

25X1 has reported lower targets for 1965: radic sets - 5.8 million units,

television sets - 3.1 miliion units. 2/

As Indicated by these data, the 1965 target for production of radio sebs is
signiffeantly lower than that formerly scheduled for achievement in 1960. For
television sets, the 1965 production gosl has been set moderstely sbove the old
1960 ponl but plavned retes of growih are substentielly lower than those en-
vissged in the novesbandoned Sixth Five Year Plan. In 1997, spokesmen for the
slectronics indnstry predicted that the mmber of televisfon sets in use in the
USSR would smount to S million umits in 1960 sad 2% milifom wdts by 1965. 3/
As of sld-yesr 1950, howewer, there are only 3 miilion television sets in use
in the USSR ond the Scven Year Flan calls for this mwber to Incresse to not

more than 15 million wdts by 1965. &/
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redics st internaticos) exhibits in recent yesrs, those zold om the interpal
sarket feil to reflect siaflsrly Migh standerds of quslity. Beports sppear-
ing in the Boviet technical press indcete that of a vide rsugs of television
atts producet n the USSR, fram G0-35 pervent regaive repairs during the first
six momtha of uss. In recent months, plerts cpereting even in the most ad~
vanced centers of Soviet electrorics profuction heve been sccused of mspufectur-
tng sod shigging television sets having "serious deffciencies.” Ascording to

these sllegations, isciSence of repaty within the firvet six mouths of use Scours

as follows: 5/

Moscow Obtlast Sownaxihos Start 85
mm’wm xS~ 75
Kraspoyarek Sownarkhoz Avengard-53 72
Noscow City Sownarkhos Rabis 70
w Sownarihos Znsmys éf«
Yorcoes Sownmarithos Pekord ]

In the case of the "Mekord" sod the “Pnmrya,” u Soviet technionl joummal
recantly reported thet since wndergedng "moderization for better quality,” these
swts cperate lese satisfactorfly than the esriter models. &/

Althongh repeiy stetistics sre mot availmhle, similarly poor techgblegy is
the msmufacture of hone radics 1s clearly isdicated by other Soviet dats. These
fgaves show thet \hile more than 25 million radios were sold 1o the general
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population in the USER from 1949-58, ondy 9.5 million of these sels were still
mwaa&‘wl&*ﬁ?:ﬂ'

Officials of the electronics industry have alvays pald at least lip ser-
vice to conmmer needs for installstion sccessories end veplscament purts. In
1954, for exmmple, the Minister of the Rediotschnical Industry promised that,
nemceforth, at lesst 5 percent of all compoments and parts produced woudd be
MMummmmmmmmsmgyaumm

sent, hovever, radic inetallation in yuvel avess is veported ss "grestly lmpeded

25X1

by the acube shortege of wive, iosulators, and confuctors.”

["the conmesays’ cooperetives are constantly recsiving cosplaints

that batberics for radios camnot be bought” despite the faob that most yedio
sets owned by the rurel population cannot operate without batteriss. 2 Soviet
exsmple, slthowgh the "EVE-49" (& 7 fnch set) and "Avangard~55" (e 1% ineh set)
together sscount for well over half of all talevislon pete shilch have heen sold
grown stesdily vorse in recent years. 10/ The malor suppliers of spare parts
for theme two sets have been cfted for dslivering ooly 1054 pervent of the

quantities specified by plan. LI/ With respect to high-frequemcy oable necea~

sary for taleviston instalistion and repsir, reports 25X1

that plemned allocotians and deliveries to the consumer merket are "sheolutely

insdequste. " |me reguivesents of the repair network
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in 1957 - by 32 pexcent; in 1958 - by 313 pereent. 12/ 1
It 1s evident {rom the foregoing thet announced gosls for the profuction
of consumer electronics in the USSR sre of little precticsl sigrificance. Al
wmgnmmmummmmsﬁmmrwm,mm
razely, if ever, fulfilled. Despite these production incresses, per capita
gedns in the utilizstion end enjoyment of radio @nd television sets are very
mmwwmmmm&mﬁmmwmm
rate of set wearout apd breakdoun. Up to the present, the dssire of the gensral
mmemmmmmemnsemammmmumm
againet the more effective demands of the military sud of industry. It 4s un-

likely that this pabters viil change during the foresteshls future.
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